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European Roundtable, Luxembourg, 8-9 April 2010   
 

Application of the Aarhus Convention  
to the field of radioactive waste management 

 
 
 

The meeting will be held in the Jean Monnet Building - Luxembourg  
It will start at 14:00 on 8 April and finish at 17:00 on 9 April. 

 
 
 

Within the EU, some Member States have well progressed on radioactive waste management 
programmes, while others have faced difficulties. Analysis undertaken to understand the nature of 
these difficulties showed a possible democratic deficit in the processes which were set up, and 
stressed that an approach based solely on technical issues was not appropriate. The need to foster 
initiatives giving an increased role to civil society was identified, echoing the provisions of the Aarhus 
Convention on access to information, participation in the decision-making process, and access to 
justice.  
As a consequence, a significant number of experiences and of new processes were set up 
meanwhile in Europe.  
It is particularly interesting to consider them now and to analyse how these initiatives enabled or 
failed to enhance effective information and participation, and to identify challenges. The aim is to 
assess the conditions of an effective application of the Aarhus Convention in the nuclear field. 
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AGENDA 
 
 
8 April 2010 
 
 
13:30 Welcome coffee 
 
14:00 Introduction  
  Mr Dominique Ristori, Deputy Director General, DG ENER, EC 
  Mr Jean-Claude Delalonde, President of the ANCLI 
 
 
14:20 Practical application of the Aarhus Convention in the field of radioactive waste: what 

is at stake?  
 

Introductory presentation, Mrs Valérie Demet, ANCLI 
Mr Peter Faross, Director, DG ENER, EC 

  
 
14:45 Session 1 - Aarhus Convention and radioactive waste: Information 
 

Which transparency in the nuclear field? Which access to information? How can citizens get 
the data they need to understand the nuclear waste management issues? How can they in 
their turn inform about the follow-up processes by producing their own knowledge? How 
different is information on low level, medium level and high level waste? 

 
Theme 1.1 – Access to information 

 
14:45 

 
 

15:00 
 
 

 
Access to information: the Bátaapáti case (LLILW), Andras Perger, Energia 
Klub, Hungary 
 
The cost of radioactive waste management: a public information from the 
perspective of the Aarhus convention? Frankie Schram, CADA, Belgium 
(provisional title) 

15:15 Discussion 
 

Theme 1.2 – Structures and process for information 
 
16:00 

 
UK Stakeholder Engagement Initiatives (HLW), Jay Redgrove, NDA 

 
16:15 The Cernavoda local commission (LLLLW), Anton Anghelescu, AGIA, 

Romania 
 

16:30 ANCLI Permanent Group on Radioactive Waste Management (GPMDR): 
information on the decision-making process on tritium waste, Monique 
Sené, ANCLI 

 
16:45  Discussion 

 
17:30 Adjourn 
 
  From 18:30 Buffer dinner  



Pôle Administratif de l’ANCLI 
183, rue de l’école maternelle – BP 6371 – 59385 Dunkerque cedex 

Tel : 06.99.46.00.22 – Fax : 03.28.24.42.01 
Mail : ancli@wanadoo.fr // ACN contact : ANCLI-AarhusNuclear@orange.fr 

 

3

9 April 2010 
 
 
9:00 Session 2 - Aarhus Convention and radioactive waste: Participation 
 

What are the conditions to take part to the decision-making processes on nuclear waste? 
How to articulate public participation with political representation? How to link local level 
participation with national level decision? In the prospect of a long-term waste management, 
is there a sense to organise trans-generational participation? How to build it?  
  
Theme 2.1 – Structures and processes for participation 
 
9:00 
 

 
Feedback on Belgian and Slovenian Partnerships (LLILW) 
- Presentation of the partnerships – principles and objectives, Gaston  
Meskens, SCK-CEN   
- Assessment of the Slovenian partnership with respect to the Aarhus 
convention, Metka Kralj, ARAO 
- Views from local actors, Stane Preskar (Brezice), Hugo Ceulemans (Mona)  

 
9:40 
 

Participation : the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and beyond, the 
Swedish Experience (HLLLW), Anna-Lena Soderbolm (Osthammar), and 
Kenneth Gunnarsson (MKG)  

 
10:00 
 

Discussion  

10:30 Coffee Break 
 
  Theme 2.2 – National co-operations within European projects 

 
10:45 

 
Czech dialog on the waste management options in ARGONA (HLLLW), Jiří 
Slovák, RAWRA, and Petra Humlíčková, CALLA/The Green Circle 

 
11:10 Geological disposal reversibility: a pathway towards long-term participation 

(HLW)? Jean-Claude Autret, ANCLI 
 

11:25    Discussion  
 

 
12:00 Session 3.1 – How to ensure an effective application of the Aarhus Convention 

through the third pillar (Access to justice)? 
   

The Aarhus Convention has a dedicated provision with respect to access to justice, which 
guarantees the appropriate legal implementation of the information and participation 
principles. Could this right be applied in the field of waste? How?  

 
12:00 The role of national judges in the implementation of the Aarhus convention, 

Luc Lavrysen, European Forum of Judges for the Environment 
 

12:15  Discussion 
   
 
12:30 Lunch 
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14:15  Session 3.2 - Conditions of the change for an effective application of the Aarhus 
Convention: governance approaches 

Are there complementary means to strengthen the effective implementation of information 
and participation and to shift towards a new mode of governance associating civil society 
actors in the technical field? What are the experiments developed in this area under 
European research collaborative projects?  

 
Feedback of European research projects: from return of experience to 
implementation and experimentation  

 
14:15 
 
14:30 

 
The COWAM projects (1999-2009), Serge Gadbois, Mutadis 
 
The ARGONA Guidelines for participation and transparency, and their 
relation to the Aarhus Convention, Kjell Andersson, Karita research 

 
   
15:00 Session 4 - Final roundtable: European contributions to the implementation of the 
  Aarhus convention in  the field of radioactive waste management (participants to be 
  determined  - EC, ANCLI, REC, Greenpeace, operator, …) 
 

After a synthesis of the issues discussed in the previous sessions (Which practical questions 
arise with respect to the Aarhus Convention implementation in the field of radioactive waste? 
Which lessons could be drawn from past experiences? – presentation to be confirmed), the 
participants in the roundtable are invited to discuss the different initiatives which have 
improved or could improve Aarhus Convention implementation in the RWM field:  EU funded 
research projects, European network on governance issues, EU regulation… How to further 
progress at EU level? Which actions could be undertaken at the European level? 
 

 
16:30 Conclusion 
  ANCLI and DG ENER 
 
 
17:00 Adjourn 


